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(ABOAUT 1898)...

A pictorial history of
road transport in India :
dasign, illustration

and text by
DESMOMND DOIG

@ DUNLOP INDIA




Powan Kumar Rula, chaman
BUMLOP Inda Lt

Dunlop on the Move

When the motorcar celebrated 75 years on the Indian rood, it was coincidentally also the
75th anniversary of Dunlap in India. It was therefore but natural that Dunlap India felt that the
occasion required something very special to commemorate it As the Compary that had been
associgted more intimately with cars and on the road vehicles than any other, Dunlop felt that
a gesture that went beyond the conventional was called for Desmond Doig, noted for witty illustrations
in The Statesman, wos commissioned to oulline history of the car in Indian roads in his charocteristicafly
witty fashion, The result was o eollector’s item thot rejoiced the hearts of everyone wiho saw it

As Dunlop India starts a new chapter in its associotion with Indian roads end the first tyres
of the newly revived Dunlop India Ltd roll out today, [ feft it appropriate to reprint this classic little
hooklet. Bringing readers the style and wit of Desmond Doig and reliving those early days of motoning
and adventure.

| have always believed that as we maove forward and embrace new technologies and modemn proctices
we need to constantly look at the good things from the past. New knowledge after all comes from
old knowledge. It is the Intersection and interaction of the old with the new thot opens up new
systems of thinking. The old world charm which Desmond Doig has been able 1o capture os he
drives us down the motor car’s finest moments is a great source of inspiration for me as we start
our new chapter ot Dunlop.

| hope that this will be a befitting tribute to the Company's successful rofl out on the Indion roads,
signalling Dunlop to be on the move again. Back in the driving seat of power.

27 August 2006
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In Calcutta the very first motor car was built to resemble a
quacking, flapping swan with devastating results. £
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In Bnmﬁu]r‘m 1897 the first cars were three
Oldsmobiles hnught by Mr. Jamshedji Tata,
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In Hyderabad, the
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There were Rumerous cars in Delhi before the Great Durbar in 191 1.
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wasjin Madras in 1903 that the first attempt was made to
#facture cars in India...













Some had bicycle bells in lieu of horns.

» Most of the early ones had small
* wheels in front and big wheels at the
back, like coaches...

The tyres used were Dunlop high pressure
tyres with about 60 Ib. pressure.
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As early as 1915, a car
attempted the old mule tract
from Gangtok to the Na- £ =
thu La (16,000 ft.) and nearly: ™ o=
made it, with manual :
assistance.










It was quickly dubbed “The Hawa Gari”’.







pujas were offered to it not only by the common people...







The Maharaja of Mysore spent $id
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sum offering puja to his fleet of cars.






Of thee | chant.
I blew a pile of dough
~ On you three years ago -
Now you refuse to go —
> _ Or won't or can’t...
: The motor has the grip;
» Thy spark plug has the pip, .
\ A - And woe is thine,
| too have suffered ills,
Trying to pay the bills
Since thou art mine.




adverse comment...




legislation...

LS, In Calcutta a speed limit of 10 mph, and in Madras a lim 12 mph,
was imposed.













like the Hawa Gari. But roads were deplorable.
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In 1926 Walfords introduced duuhle-de:keuiﬂ in Calcutta. The overhead wires of the tramways |
re very low and had to be raised to avoid accidents.







Taxis were firmly entrenched by 1909.
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!r When, as early as 921, it was considered necessary to anact )
laws to remove bullock carts and other slow-moving vehicles 5

from city roads...
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motor transport had come into its own.
















Motor insurance agents sprang from nowhere.




There emerged the Tax man.




In 1936, from the small office that had opened in Bombay in 1898...
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l'  Which makes everything from small scooter tyres...
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. it helped the modern pyramids...

i)




~ forced the countryside from Ladakh...
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and has become man’s best friend !
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If ever we do become
mechanized centaurs we
will almost certainly
be shodby
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Once upon a time many moons ago (about 1898)....
Deesign, illustration and text by Desmond Doig

First published; Ocrober 1974 (on the occasion of seventy-fifth anniversary of Dunlop in India: 1898-1973)
Reprinted: August 2006

A cult figure of his time, Desmond Doig (d.1983) did a number of things with &fan, Writer, landscape designer artist,
photographer, explorer, raconteur, he was the ultimate renaissance man and @ wit. Born in India of an Irish father
and an English mother, he studied at Vicroria School, Kurseong. After brief stint as an officer in the Gurkha
Regiment during World War Il, Doig came to Calcutta and joined The Seatesman as a roving reporter’. He also
contributed articles in MNatioral Geographic, Lfeand Time; joined Sir Edmund Hiltary in search of the elusive yeu and
co-authored ‘High in the Thin Cold Air’' (1962). He was the first biographer of Mather Teresa (‘Mother Teresa: Her
people and Her work’, 1976) and develeped unique albums on Caleurta and Kathmandu in characteristic prose
accompanied with vivid sketches, He also designed a couple of the hotels in Kathmande. But Desmond Doig will
perhaps be best remembered as the editor of the now extinct Junior Statesman, an immensely popular weekly in
1960s and 70s, which for the first time preached an identity for the Indian youth,

The visual narrative he developed for this commemorating volume meticulously brings out the nuances of Indian
rraffic history. “All characters ineluding the cars appearing in this book are for real, but any resemblance to people
and jalopies, living or dead, is accidental.” Desmond Doig wanted readers of this book to note.










